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CALL TO ORDER: The Regular Meeting of the Kings County Local Assessment Committee was called to 
order by Chairman Grewal at 8:17 p.m. on December 11, 2008, in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 
Administration Building, Kings County Government Center, Hanford, California.  The meeting was not called to 
order at 6:00 p.m. as scheduled due to a demonstration by members of the public obstructing the start of the 
meeting.  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vern Grewal, David Block, Jim Verboon, Kelly Deming, Mari Lynn 
Starrett 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Aletha Ware, One Vacancy 
 
 
CONSULTANTS PRESENT: Mike Hogan, Douglas Noll, Allison Boogaert, Tim Sudiacal 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Terri Yarbrough 
 
VISITORS PRESENT: Jan Kahn, Carol Carollo, Chris Speelman, Shannon Speelman, Bill 

Zumwalt, Chuck Kinney, Bob Henry, Helen Luibel, Claudia 
Cazares. Rosa lia Mesa, Deltino Giutirnes, Maria Bokersky, Jesus, 
Rangel, Ivonne Bangel, Robeca Limon, Maure Andrade, and several 
residents from Kettleman City 

 
SUMMARY OF THE AGENDA:  
Mr. Hogan announced that translation services were available and the translator announced her services in English 
and Spanish.  There was no request for translation services.  Mr. Hogan then summarized the agenda. 

 
UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES:    
No speakers came forward for the unscheduled appearances portion of the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made and seconded (Block/Deming) to approve the August 14, 
September 11, and November 13, 2008 minutes.  Motion carried unanimously with Ware absent. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Open forum for citizen participation concerning (1) the measures that should be taken by the 

Kettleman Hills Facility to protect the public health, safety, welfare and environment of the County, 
and (2) the special benefits the Kettleman Hills Facility will provide the County as compensation for the 
local costs associated with operation of the proposed project. 
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 A motion was made and seconded (Verboon/Starrett) to adopt as a part of this meeting, and make a part of the 
public record, the comments made by residents of Kettleman City between 6:00 p.m. until the meeting was 
officially called to order at 8:17 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously with Ware absent. 

 
Ingrid Brostrom spoke after the meeting was called to order to protest that the meeting was in violation of the 
Brown Act, wasn’t properly noticed, and did not begin on time.   
 

2. Report from Independent Consultant. 
Mr. Noll provided a summary report of the roundtable meetings that were held in Kettleman City.  He stated 
that the community didn’t understand the EIR and wanted less technical language to help them understand the 
EIR.  They have also learned that there a lot of perceptions regarding the Chemical Waste Management 
facility.  Mr. Noll also noted that the dates for the remaining roundtable meetings have been changed due to 
conflict with other community events at the Community Center in Kettleman City. 
 
The committee directed Boogaert & Noll to translate the summary of the roundtable meetings into Spanish 
and distribute them to the community.  Chairman Grewal asked to have the community educated on the 
CEQA and EIR process.  Mr. Noll stated they have been doing that on an informal basis.  The committee also 
suggested that making a flow chart might make the process easier to read and understand.  Mr. Verboon noted 
that the community doesn’t understand the approval process and the role of the LAC and they are distrustful 
of the County and State.  They did however, trust the local water district (Kettleman City Community 
Services District).  Mr. Noll indicated they would be seeking assistance from the Community Service District 
to help educate the community regarding concerns with the water.  There was also discussion regarding 
addressing air quality concerns with the community.  Mr. Kahn, legal council representing Chemical Waste 
Management, asked that the entire affected community in addition to Kettleman City, including Avenal, 
Corcoran, Hanford and Coalinga, be included in discussions. 
 

3. Public Input and Discussion of Process. 
Discussions were heard from residents at 6:00 p.m. prior to the call to order. 
 

4. Schedule and Locations for Special Meetings. 
Mr. Noll recommended that the committee hold at least one meeting in Kettleman City.  A motion was made 
and seconded (Deming/Grewal) to hold a Special Meeting in Kettleman City on December 20, 2008 and 
move the January 8, 2009, meeting to Kettleman City, both with the location to be determined.  An 
amendment was made and seconded (Deming/Block) to hold the meeting on December 20, 2008 at 11:00 
a.m. and the meeting on January 8, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.  Motions carried unanimously.  
 

5. Review updated list of (1) the potential measure that should be taken by the Kettleman Hills Facility to 
protect health, safety, welfare and environment of the County and (2) the special benefits the 
Kettleman Hills Facility will provide the County as compensation for the local costs associated with 
operation of the proposed project. 
The Committee directed Boogaert & Noll to add to the list developed by Mr. Hogan, have it translated into 
Spanish and get it out to the community. 
  

MISCELLANEOUS - None 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS  

The next special meeting of the LAC is scheduled for Saturday, December 20, 2008 at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Kettleman City with the location to be announced.   

 
CORRESPONDENCE:    

Mr. Noll provided an overview of the emails he had received from Bradley Angel.   
 
STAFF COMMENTS:    

Mr. Hogan noted that the first part of the meeting was unusual and can’t present the visual nature of the 
meeting.  The Committee requested that Hogan request a copy of the video Mr. Angel was taking during the 
meeting. 
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COMMITTEE COMMENTS:  

None  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 10:03 p.m. 
 
      
     Respectfully Submitted, 
     KINGS COUNTY LOCAL ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
     Vern Grewal, Chairman 
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